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We, Participants in the 1st Regional Forum on Agroecology in the Congo Basin, held from 
November 18 to 20, 2024, at the Hilton Hotel in Yaounde, Republic of Cameroon,

-	 Convinced that local communities and indigenous peoples, as well as agricultural 
producers in the Congo Basin, depend heavily on agriculture for their livelihoods and well-
being, and that they are increasingly affected in their daily lives and health by the multiple 
effects of climate change, environmental degradation, loss of biodiversity, soil erosion, 
diseases resulting from dysfunctional food and nutrition systems, scarcity of water resources, 
degradation of fisheries and intensification of industrial livestock farming;

-	 Considering that today’s conventional agricultural production systems, which are heavy 
consumers of fertilizers and chemical inputs, are responsible for massive deforestation, loss of 
biodiversity, soil exhaustion, water pollution, greenhouse gas emissions and the deterioration 
of human, animal and plant health in the Congo Basin;

-	 Considering that the main obstacles to the development of agroecology as a relevant 
alternative agricultural model in the countries of the Congo Basin lie, among other things, in 
the poor integration of agroecology into the political, legal and institutional frameworks of the 
States, the poor dissemination and scaling-up of agroecology within the countries and in the 
region, and the low level of knowledge among farmers about the benefits and spin-offs, in the 
short, medium and long term, of agroecological practices ;

-	 Considering that the development of agroecology in the Congo Basin remains 
considerably hampered by the difficulties of accessing the various markets for agroecological 
products, the low profitability of agroecological products and the multiple problems of access 
to agroecological financing windows;

-	  Recognizing the crucial contribution of agroecology to the establishment of sustainable 
agricultural, food and nutritional systems that benefit all, respecting the environment, health 
and human rights;

-	 Convinced that agroecology research, training and advisory services remain 
underdeveloped and under-promoted in the Congo Basin;

-	 Considering the lack of cohesion and synergy of action between initiatives and dynamics 
promoting agroecology within and between the countries of the Congo Basin, as well as their 
weak link to the African and global agroecological movement;

-	 Considering the urgent need to contextualize the agroecological transition and to 
base agroecology on territories and landscapes with high biological value, and the need to 
integrate the Decentralized Territorial Collectivities (CTD), i.e. the Regions and Communes, 
into the agroecological movement;

-	 Recognizing that current food and nutrition systems in the Congo Basin are not yet 
sustainable, and that the current context of environmental and climatic crises offers an 
opportunity to accelerate the agro-ecological transition and the transformation of agricultural 
models and food systems towards the construction of agricultural models capable of responding 
sustainably to environmental emergencies and soaring food prices;

-	 Recognizing that the development of agroecology in the Congo Basin remains highly 
dependent on the recognition and valorization of endogenous agroecological knowledge, 
the co-creation of knowledge and innovations, the management, dissemination and 
popularization of knowledge and innovations, and the valorization and dissemination of 
farmers’ agroecological knowledge;
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-	 Recognizing that agro-ecological production systems, seeds and inputs face problems 
of standards, certification and homologation.

SOLEMNLY DECLARE THAT:

1.	 Agroecology, as an alternative, sustainable agricultural model that transforms 
production methods and food and nutritional systems, must be recognized, established 
and integrated into national and sub-regional agricultural policies as a means of building 
sustainable food and nutritional systems in the Congo Basin; 

2.	 Agroecology stakeholders in the Congo Basin must establish, consolidate and 
perpetuate the regional agroecology promotion dynamic initiated by the Yaounde Regional 
Forum, and set up a regional agroecological alliance capable of driving synergistic action in 
the region and collaboration with agroecological movements in Africa and worldwide; 

3.	 The States and Governments of the Congo Basin must develop and implement 
specific policy, legal and institutional frameworks favorable to agroecology and likely to ensure 
the construction of healthy food systems, contribute to climate resilience and biodiversity 
conservation;

4. 	 The States and Governments of the Congo Basin must promote a cross-sectoral and 
cross-cutting approach to agroecology, guaranteed by its inclusion in policies and legislation 
on the environment, sustainable forest management and biodiversity conservation, natural 
resource management, rural development, decentralization and integrated land-use planning;

5.     The linkage of agroecological knowledge from scientific research with farmers’ 
agroecological knowledge is essential to the development of an endogenous agroecology, 
contextualized and adapted to the realities of each agroecological zone, the true foundation 
of food security, poverty alleviation and environmental protection in the Congo Basin;

6.        The States and Governments of the Congo Basin, donors and technical and financial 
partners must pursue and consolidate current efforts to finance agroecology by setting up a 
regional fund to finance agroecology in the Congo Basin, and developing innovative financial 
mechanisms for the agroecological transition;

7.      The States and Governments of the Congo Basin, donors, technical and financial 
partners and all agroecology stakeholders in the Congo Basin must work together to develop 
agroecological markets based on reliable labelling, simplified certification and homologation 
mechanisms for agroecological products;

8.         The development of the agroecological movement needs a solid dynamic of training 
and professionalization in agroecology, valorization of the knowledge, practices and traditional 
systems of governance of local communities and indigenous peoples, dissemination of 
knowledge, sharing of knowledge, experiences and lessons learned between the actors of the 
agroecological movement;

9.        The States and Governments of the Congo Basin must encourage the development 
of standards for the recognition, production, certification, marketing and distribution of 
agroecological seeds and inputs.
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AS A RESULT OF THE ABOVE, THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE 1ST REGIONAL 
FORUM ON AGROECOLOGY IN THE CONGO BASIN MAKE THE FOLLOWING KEY 
RECOMMENDATIONS :

1.	  The creation of a regional network for the promotion of agroecology in the congo 
basin, bringing together players working in all sectors to develop agroecology in the region;

2.	 Clarifying the links between organic farming and agroecology, which is a vision 
that transforms agricultural models and food and nutrition systems, while respecting the 
environment, human, animal and plant health, and human rights;

3.	 The States and Governments of the Congo Basin develop and implement specific 
policy, legal and institutional frameworks favourable to agroecology and likely to ensure 
the construction of healthy food systems, contribute to climate resilience, sustainable forest 
management and biodiversity conservation in the Congo Basin;

4.	 The States and Governments of the Congo Basin, in collaboration with donors and 
technical and financial partners, set up a regional fund for financing agroecology in the 
Congo Basin;

5.	 Establishment of a regional agroecology day in the Congo Basin

6.	 The States and Governments of the Congo Basin, donors and technical and financial 
partners ensure the public recognition of peasant seed systems, the development of standards 
for the production, certification, marketing and dissemination of seeds and agroecological 
inputs;

7.	 The States and Governments of the Congo Basin carry out land and agrarian reforms 
guaranteeing secure and sustainable rights of access to and ownership of land for local 
communities and indigenous peoples, agricultural producers, particularly women and young 
people in rural areas;

8.	 The States and Governments of the Congo Basin and all stakeholders in the 
agroecological movement develop agroecological markets based on reliable labelling, 
simplified certification and homologation mechanisms for agroecological products;

9.	 The States and Governments of the Congo Basin, financial backers, technical and 
financial partners, training and research institutions and all players in the agroecological 
movement support agroecological research and training, and the sharing and dissemination of 
knowledge, experience and lessons learned from the activities of players in the agroecological 
movement;

10.	 The States and Governments of the Congo Basin, donors and technical and financial 
partners promote education systems based on agroecological practices in the Congo Basin.   

                                                            Yaounde, November 20, 2024

                                                                                     The Participants
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